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Other orbits, such as d, are those which, originally hyperbolic in reference to A or B alone, are now drawn down into ellip-ticity^ by the combined attraction of both, but perform alternate periastrons about first one and then the other. Nor are these orbits necessarily elliptic. They may be of the form of a figure eight, or looped in still more intricate form, when many more than two interacting molecular nuclei are involved. The entire process of interchange of pressure, indeed, may be likened to
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some of the figures of the old-fashioned quadrille, in which "right and left" or "ladies' chain" or "dos a dos" furnish opportunity for sturdy nuclear gentlemen to set delicate satellitic ladies flitting about orbits of the most intricate and confusing character. In which connection it is of further interest to note that all of these old dance-forms, like most savage dance-figures, arose from the primitive custom of amusement with mimic warfare, as in the joust or tournament, in which advance and retreat, skirmish and charge en bloc, were so arranged as to exchange pressure, but maintain equilibrium, between two opposing parties.
Any one of these satellites, at every point in its orbit, is subject to two attractive forces, one drawing it toward the nucleus A and the other toward B. In each case the attraction reacts upon the nucleus with the same force that it exerts upon the satellite. The two attractive forces, however, are seldom